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Our Lady of Grace Catholic School

this week’s Q&A’s

Mr. Mike Johnson, principal of Our Lady of Grace Catholic School, continueshis effortsto prepare Our Lady
of Graceto openthiscoming fall. Onceagain, Mr. Johnson also takestimeto arswer quedions you have
postedon the C.A.R.E. News website.

Q: Will therebe staggereddrop off and pick up timesfor car riders? or sometype of crowd control to direct
people where to go?

A: While staggered drop-off / pick-up timeshave not been discussed, we have beendiscussing plans for traffic
control ard studert safety. We will keepthis on the front burnerard let you know oncewe geta plan
workedout. If necessary, we will consider staggeredtimes(but | hope we don't needto do that).

Q: Giventhe size of the studert population of our new school, the amount of automobile traffic will surely
dramatcally increa® for those parernts/custodians dropping off the students that will not be using the bus
service.Canwe have a school represertative outside to cheerfuly greetthe studert populacewhile helping
to directand maintain the traffic flow? This will definitely add another layer of secuity and protecion for
our children

A: Thark you for theinput! We will have peaple outside helping to directtraffi c while ushering studentsinto
the building. We do needto ersure that parents/custodians feel comfortable pulling away from the curb.
Pemle moving efficiertly through the carlineis asmuch a convenienceissue asit is safety. If the process
isoverly cumbersome, pegple getimpatient ard studerts areput atrisk. Tharks again for the quegion.

Q: In your lag newsletter, you discussedthe Latchkey program. Will afternoon latchkey be availabe only to
students who are errolledon aregular bass (daily, or 3 days per week, for instance)? Or will latchkey be
available on anasneeced, drop in basgs for those familieswho needthis only periodically?

A: Thisis something that will be dependert upon errollmert. | will touch base with our program coordinator
and getback to you on this.

Q: | wasunabeto attend the PTO meeting on April 17. Who do | contactto volunteeror getinvolved?'

A: If you areinterestedin the PTO for OLG plea® contacta member of your current PTO/PY O/PTA board.

Q: For those who were unahle to attend the PTO information meeting, are there any minutesavailabe which
could be publishedon the website?

A: | will look into this. | amnot sure if minuteswere taken or not.

Q: Arethere any plans for anopenhouse or school tours? It would be greatto seeour new school. | amsure
thereare still mary studerts and parerts that have never beeninside.

A: Yes there areplans. They are not solidifiedyet, but the PTO and the Educaion Commission areon this.

Q: What are the plars asfar asorientation for all students? Eventhough the St. Ann studerts know the "lay of
theland" it may be different for themaswell. Thark you.

A: We have plars in the works to getthe kids in the building on a variety of different dates One of the things
we will hopefully do during mid-August is to have the school openfor pegpleto comein ard visit. It
would be a greatchance for meto meetstuderts and parents and for familiesto getthe "lay of the land" as
you mertion. These plansare all, obviously, contingert upon us having the building read;.



Q: Thiswasmy child'sfirst yearat St Ann'sand | have to admit, we were completely lost. | hadalot of
guegtions before school actually started We have "Party Helpers' who call the parerts and remind them of
what to bring for class parties why not have a "welcome wagon" for new studerts ard their parerts. The
welcome wagon would call new students and their parents and give them the bascs, such aswereto drop
off and pick up, make sure they knew what time school started and whatthe ealied they could drop off,
etc. New parents would also have a contactif they had quegions

A: Greatidea! | lovethe fact that thereare persnal relationships being built through this recanmerdation.
Thisis another great opportunity for both our PTO and Educaton Commission to work atbuilding
community while at the same time ensuring effective communicaion.

Q: My dauwghteriserrolledfor the fall in kindergartenand | waswondering whentherewasgoing to be a
meetthe teacher night for us. Also, hasthere beenary talk of language errichmert?

A: There will be aletter coming home soon regardng avariety of importarnt Kindergartendates The one
coming up isto learnabout the programand meet the teaclers (the date is being finalizedas| write). We
arediscussing our Kindergarten errichmert opportunitiesard foreign language is a part of our
consideraion.

Q: Do all theteachersat OLG have aBA? Aretheyall certifiedto teachthe subjectand age level they are
teachng? How mary have a Magersdegee?

A:Greatquedion ... 10 of our facuty membershave atleast one MadersDeged Thered have atleas one
Bactelors Degee Two of our teachersareteaching off of non-tax certificatesand the res have licerses
through the Ohio Departmert of Education in the areastheyteach Non-tax certificaions allow usto bring
in qualifiedteacters through non-tradtional routes (whether coming out of industry or coming out of other
acacakmic teaching experiences. All of our teachersare highly qualifiedfor their subjectmater.

Q: Oncethe teaching assignmerts for OLG are amounced will parers have the opportunity to requed that
their child/childrennot receive a certain teacher?

A: Paerts always have the opportunity to requeg what they think bed for their son/daughter. | will always
listento that. | cannot promise that we will always agreeon the answer! As| have said before, thisisa
new school and new situation. Pe@le oftentimeschangein the midst of such trarsitions. | hope that we
all give each other the opportunity to work together and develop relationships with one another that
facilitatesopenand hones communication. Our parents wart whatis beg for our students and so do our
teaclers

Q: Whatare your gereral thoughts on how much homework each grace level should have? | know it takes
some students longer and othersarequicker.

A: Homework is aninstructional tool. Aswith any tool it must be usedwell. For usto useit well requires in
my opinion, a high degree of coordination among grace level teams. These are discussions we will be
having. At this point | donOfeel comfortabe giving a concrete answer to the quesion until | work with the
facuty on theissue.

Q: Right now my kids arein 5-8, and the teacters have the kids help correctteds. If the teaclersneeds help
becatse next yea they aregoing to have so mary more studentsisit possible thata parert could volunteer?
Just didn't know how you felt.

A: My experience hasbeenthatif studernts are gradng tedsit is because the teacher is looking for anadded
educaional componert. Someimescorrecing tess becomesanother opportunity to learnthe matrial. |
would needto hear from the teachers doing this to understand their intertions. While | don't know that |
feel comfortade with parents gradng work, the quedions around gradng, homework, asessment, etc. are
big onesthat we asafacuty will be discussing.



Q: Have the errolimert numbers from eachparish beenreleagd?
A: | am not sure how mary studerts from eachparish are errolledin OLG. As we getinformaiton put
into the computer and begn for form our databasswe should be able to figure that out.

Q: | heard you dropped Religion asa core class at OLG. And if any religion istaught, it will be taught by the
homeraom teachersin someway. Or if you haverit dropped Religion, why are you not hiring teachersthat
specializein Religion to teachit? | have also heardyou arehiring teactersthat specializein a cerain
subjectbut they are being told they will be teaching another subject

A: All teachersat OLG are qualified for the positions they areteacling. Whenwe hiredour facuty we were
awareof their current and previous experiencesand brought teackerson board who would be able to serve
OLG well. Religionisinno way being slightedat OLG. The faith formaion of our studentsisthe reasn
our various communitiessupport Catholic education. Our current planisto ak eachteacter in the
building (who is qualified) to teachReligion not becatse it is unimportart but becawse it is SO importart. |
warnt eachteacherto participate in this most essertial aspectof our life together asOLG school. For each
gualifiedteacter to spend part of their day focusedon our rich faith tradtion certersus all and | believe
adds focus and depth to our total educational program. Nobody at OLG isteaching in anareafor which
they arenot qualifiedand Religious Educaion is at the core of who and what we areasa school.

Q: Will the emgdoyeesof the new regonal school be offereda discount on tuition?
A: Thisisanissuethatl think deservesathorough consideraion. The conversations will not happenfor this
yearbut going into next yearwe will know whether or not thiswill happenat OLG.

Comments:

¥¢ I'm deepy appreciative of the fact that Kathy Smock washired asthe Latch-Key direcor. My
childrencurrently attend this program, and she isfartagic! Kathy isvery organzedshe plans
cardully for eachday, and integratesopportunitiesfor the childrenwell beyond the scope of a
typical Latch-Key program. She hasevenamrangedfor visitors from the Cincinnati Zoo! Not only
is her programsuperb, what | realy appreciate is the way that Kathy always sharesher faith with the
children Thark you for continuing her employmert!!

Y& Man, you ROCK! Every timel getread to send a quegtion you alread/ answerit. Thark you so
much for the hard work you all are doing.

Mpr. Johnson will continue to keep parents & parishioners updated using the C.A.R.E. News web site
(www.carenews.org) and the C.A.R.E. News email.

To have the C.A.R.E. newsletter emailed to you automatically as they are issued, go to
www.CareNews.org. While you are there, you can also ask questions or leave comments and
feedback for Mr. Johnson and the Steering Committee.




